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In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 CF.R. § 1 .56 and 
§ 1.97(e), Applicants wish to bring the following items to the attention of the Examiner. 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant 
material does not exist, or that the order of presentation of this material in any way reflects its 
relative pertinence. Specifically, this presentation is not an admission that the items listed 
below are properly citable against the above-identified application. 
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Application No.: 10/674,260 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

Dated January 31, 2006 

Docket No. 15162/06210 

Submitted herewith is: 

(1) "Notification of Reason(s) for Refusal" dated November 22, 2005 and issued by 
the Japanese Patent Office for counterpart Japanese Patent Application No. 
2003-188030; 

The following documents are cited in reference (1) above: 

(2) Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. (A) 2002-055748 (CANON INC), 
published February 20, 2002; and 

(3) Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. (A) 06-059646 (HITACHI LTD), 
published March 4, 1994. 

Copies of item numbers (1), with an English-language translation, and (3), with an 
English-language translation of the abstract, are enclosed herewith for the convenience of the 
Examiner. Item (2) is not enclosed since this document was disclosed by Applicant at the time 
the above-referenced application was filed (September 29, 2003). 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3), the information and references contained in 
this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement are being filed before a first office action 
on the merits has been received for this application. Therefore, Applicants believe no fees are 
incurred. However, if it should be determined that a fee is required, please charge any required 
fee (other than the issue fee) during the pendency of this application to SIDLEY AUSTIN 
LLP'S Deposit Account No. 18-1260. Please credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 



DAS/fis 

SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP 

717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

(214)981-3482 Direct 

(214) 981-3300 Main 

(214)981-3400 Facsimile 

January 31, 2006 



18-1260. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Dou^as A. Sorensen 
Registration No. 3 1,570 
Attorney for Applicants 
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